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Tens of theusands of soldiers may
soon receive Purple Heart awards
for traumatic brain injuries if pro-
posed new policy paidelines are
approved as expected.
The guidelines would apply to

those who suffered such head.

wounds in the wars in Iraq and

Afghanistan.

Since 2001, many troops have

not been awarded the Furple

- Heart, which recognizes u.s.

troops killed or wounded in enemy

action, for sustaining such concus-
siona or “invisible” wounds.

Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Peter

Chiarelli, who is leading the Army’a

initiative, said that concussions and

other traumatic brain injuries often

have serions, long-term effects, and

it’s not fair to disqualify troops who

suffer them simply because the
wounds are not
visible.

“There’s
always going to
he people wha
have a rough
time because
you can't see the
injury;” Chiarelli
said.

He also points
out that current
Purple Heart criteria allow the
award for such injuries, and his
proposed policy guidelines do not
change the regulation jtself.

"We haven't changed anything,”
he said. “We're not changihg the
definition of concussion.”

What he wants to do is “clarify
for everyone” how to apply the
existing regulation,

Army Regulation 600-8-22 lists
five examples of “anemy-related
injuriea that clearly justify award
of the Purple Heart.” No. 5 reads:
afloneussion mjuriea caused ag
a result of enemy-generated
explosions.”
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Policy change should ™
make more soldiers eligible

The regulation specifically says
‘if you have a concussaion,’”

* Chiarelli said. *“It doeen't say if

you have a concuasion with blood
coming out of your ears, if you
lose. your eyesight .. pop an
eardrum. [t says if you have a
concusgion.”

The Army has awarded 25,698
Parple Hearts since 2001,

Chiarelli believes some soldiers
were shartchanged. He encourages
them — back to 2001 -— to Teapply.

Since 2000, soldiers diagnosed
with TBI number mere than
114,000, a figure that inciudes
nonwar zone injuries. Of those,
86,000 cases were classified as
mild.

According to the Armed Forces
Health Surveillance Center, mod-
erate TBI ia characterized by:

M A confused or disoriented state
that lasts lesa than 24 hours

B Loss of consciousness for up te
30 minutes

B Memory loss lasting less than
24 hours

M Structural brain imaging,

Copy Reduced to 71% from

original to fit Jetter page

AWARDSBY
THE NUMBERS

Hera are the numbess of medals the
Army has awarded to sidiers for
operations Enduring Fieedom and
ragi Freedom. The totals represent . .
awarus given from Dec. 15, 2001, A
through Jan. 31, 2011, tor QEF,
from March 15, 2003, 10 Aug. 30,
2010, or OIF, and from Sepl. 1,
2010, 10 Jan. 31, 2041, for

Dperation New Dawn. ] '
3 2

*Oparalion Naw Dt

Miadal of Honor o
Distinguished Service Gross 5 15 "]
Shiver Star 199 408 0
Legion af Mertt 40 122 2
Distinguished Fiylng Cross 128 116 0
Soldier's Medal 3 111 0
‘Bronze Star Medal far Vaior 1,445 2453 15
Bromze Star Medal sveiach 20022 99,802 1,319
Purple Haart 4319 21323 58
Meritoous Service Medal 814 23416 810
Air Madal for Valor 863 724 0
Alr Medal svc/ach 8472 18321 578
ARCOM for vator 2.528 5,062 1
_ARCDM svi/ach 62,4768 349,800 5714
Army Achieverment Medal 12418 49,902 1,815
__Qnmbat \nfantryman Badge 22,045 41,59 3
Gombat Medical Badga 3081 12377 62
Gombat Actien Saggg 23,309 68,337 1,034
Grand Total 178,628 533,987 1L.7¥9

Total for ait aporations 964.354
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TRAUMATIC BRAIN INIURY

According Lo he Delense Department, there weral 14,358 cases ol TBI between 2000 1o 2010.

Aclive Sevetity
Penelsaling - 1,664
Severe 946
Moderalg 13,758
Mild 65,523
Nol classifiable 5523
Tolal B7.414

such as MRI or CT scan, yielding
normal results.

8 metimes the treatment for a
concussion is to rest and take
Tylenol for two weeks,” Chiarelli
said, “Rest is what allows the
brain to heal. | don't see that as
any different than someone who
}ias a bullet wound. You bandage
it up and time heals the wound,”

Chiarelli has been known to
carry a photo that shows CT
scan of a person whe suffered a
concussion. Compared with a
healthy brain scan that sits beside
it, the effects are obvious.

But soldiers — and medics and
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Guard Severity
Penetraling 330
Severg 213
Moderate 3,194
Mild 15,066
Not classifiable 616
Totad 19,421

doctors — don't often get an inside
look at their buddies' brains.

_ The Army has heen working with
{he other services and the National
Football League to develop a better
understanding of the effects of
mild traumatic brain injury.

Officials from all four services
were scheduled to meet in mid-
March with Clifford Stanley,
undersecretary of defense for per-
sonnel and readiness, to discuss
the recommended changes.

As part of the Marine Corps
review of Purple Heart criteria,
Commandant Gen. Jim Amos
ordered a review of new research

Reserve Severity
Peneraling 109
Sevaie n
Moderale 1352
Mild 633
Nolclassitiabie 260
Tolal 8,123

indicating serious brain injuries
often cteur even in cases in which
the individual is not repdered
unconscious,

Marine officials woald not dis-
cuss details of their proposal, but
Chiarelli said the Corps’ proposal
i8 similar to the Army's.

As part of the proposed new
guidelines, the Army hag created a
10-point checklist for medical pro-
fessionals who would use it to
determine Purple Heart eligibility.

Head-wound patients would be
evaluated for specific symptoms
and responses to treatment,
Included in that list is an initial
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Signature wound The Purple Heart traces back to  requests from former soldiers who  many new requests are likely to be cai) trom the soldler’ medical (eCords.
The number of TBI cases rose Cen, George Washingion and the suffered concuasions, asking for made but say they will review DD Form 214 certiicale of reiease/
each year in the wars in 1raq and Continental Army. However, after their cases to be reviewed, In legs  every one, : discharge from active duty, I applicable.
Afghaniatan with the proliferation the revolution, it was not awarded thana week since Military Times Only thege from veterans will ge
of improvised explosives as the for another 100 years. More than broke news of the review March  directly to HRC. Active-duty sol-
weapon of choice among insurgents, 40,000 have been awarded to U.S. 16, HRC officials received more diers will submit their packets
Nearly 31,000 U.S. troeps puifered  Lroops since the invagion of than 100 phone calls asking for through their chain of command. L1
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